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To the Honourable, the Knights, Cirizens,and Burgeſſes of the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, The Humble Petition of Terom Hawley Eſquire, for 


and on the bchalfe of Phillip Sture an infant,the ſonne and heire of Triſtram Sture, 


Phillip Sture. 
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NR =] Vmbly ſheweth, That Phillip Srurethe common anceſter, 2 1. Eliz. vponthe marriage of Joh» Srure his 
Sx <7 on and heire, with E/;Zabeth one ofthe daughters of Sir Robert Denis,madea conueyance of his Lands, 


) whereof the greateſt part he limited by that conueyance, to the heires males, ſome tothe heyres of the 
EE [21 body of on Stare. And the reſt he ſuffered todiſcend in fee-ſimple. 
N11 This eſtatetaile,hath bin foundin foure ſeuerall ſucceeding Offices, vpon the ſeuerall deaths of Phillip 
WAS Stare,John Sture, Henry Sture,& Henry Sture,wherof inthe 2. firſt offices the deeds are found in bec verbs. 
Sg WWE There are fifty Leaſes, allreſeruing rentto the heires males, whereofthe firſt Leaſe recires a power 
| ———=—>jcontained inthe deed of intaile to make Leaſes. 

Yet Sir Miles Flerwood, hauing gottenthe Wardſhip of Frazces the heire generall,and to aduance a marriage for his ſonne af- 
ter 35-yceres peace,that is to ſay, Hil.12.14c. to draw into queſtionthis intaile againſt Triſfram then heire male, did ſo farrepre- 
uaile, as that H/l.13.1ac. he obtained a Decree, 


\ r. It doth directa Iury in matter of fat,and commandeth them to finde,thatthe moſt part of the Lands li- 
mited to the heires male, did not paſſe by the conueyance. 
This Decree hath | 2, It reſtraines a Iury to finde otherwiſe then is thereby directed, 
theſe parts. < 3. Itinioynes the defendant from giuing of euidence vnto the Iurie. 
4. Itforbids the Commiſſioners to take any verdict offered by the Iury,if it purſue not the direRions ofthe 
Decree. 
Sir Miles Fletwood vpon this Decree tooke forththree feuerall Commiſſions, 18. Harty, 13.7ac. a Tury was impannelled in the 
Country, heard their cuidence, were agreed for the heire male. Sir 247les Flerwood, a iudiciall officer inthe Court,did profecute 
this cauſe in perſon,and diſcoucring the opinion of the Tury, did publikely chide them, and with much importunity perſwaded 
the Iury to craue further time to conſider of their euidence : and thereuppon ar the inſtance of Sir MHles Fletwood they were ad- 
iourned ouer vnto the next Seflions. F 

But inthe meane time, Sir 2#/es got that Iury to bediſcharged vpon a bare ſuggeſtion, that the Iury wastoo meanetotrie ſo 
ercat a matter : whereas M. Thomas 1ſacke the Foreman, is a wiſe vnderſtanding Gentleman, and hath aboue 800. li. Land per 
annum,and x4. ofthe reſt of that Iury, he that had leaſt, was worth 3ooo.li. : 

In Eaſter Terme, 14.7ac. anew Tury of Eſquires and Gentlemen was returned, inTuly r 4. 7ac. they heard their euidence in 
the Country (Sir 47/es ſtil proſecuting in perſon.) | 

But Sir files Fletwood afterward perceiuing,that the Tury had declared themſclues tobe againſt his pretended Title, got that 
ſecond Iury likewiſeto be diſcharged, and anew Iury of Knights and Eſquires tobe returned, who were enioyned to appeare at 
the barre. WhichTury accordingly appearedin Eaſter Terme, 15.Jac. the heire male brought his witnefles out of Dewon, 8 his 
Councell to the barre. But none were heard, the Iury was ſent from the barre,and charged to findaccording tothe Decree. This 
matter being notoriousto the Country,the Iury returned anſwer, that the Decree alone gaue their conſciences no ſatisfaction,8: 
vnlcſle they might receiue cuidence,they could finde no office. Whereupon after 3.or 4.dayesattendance,they were adiourned 
ouer til Michaclmas Terme following.No.3.they appeared againe at the barre,continued ſtill ofthe ſame minde, werebound to 
appeare de die in diem, were examined vpon Interrogatories, were threatned with fines and impriſonment, were continued ſo 
from day to day,aboue 3.weekes,and then M. Hing/ton dying in that ſeruice,the reſt ofthe Iury werediſcharged. 

By this time Sir Ales Fletwood did perceiue, thatable and vnderſtanding men were not for his purpoſe; and therefore it was 
deuiſed, thata meaner Iury would be found moretrafable,and thereupon a fourth Tury was returned, but that was ſo meane,as 
that vpon the Commilſlionerscertificate,8.ofthem were diſcharged for inſufficiency,and 8.others putinto their roomes. 

This Iury was often ſummoned,bur the example of the precedent Iury fo territied them,as that ſo long as there was any order 
to forcethem vp to the bar,they could neuer be drawne toapp care: but that order being diſcontinued, the Tury preſently appea- 
red,were ſworneand charged inthe Country : the heire-male brought his witneſſes and Councell; preſſed the Commiſſioners 
to proceed, but the Councell for Sir les Fletwood pretended they were not ready, and therefore deſired, tharthe Turie might 
be diſcontinued, which vpon their motion was done accordingly. 

This Iury being thus diſcharged, Sir Mes inuented a new proie&,gotan order for the reſummoning of the ſame Iury againe, 
drew paper draughts of ſuch offices as he defired to be found, procured the Court to fignethoſe paper draughts, and by order to 
giue directions vnto the Commiſhoners,not onely to fine the Iury, but likewiſe to, bindethem ouer tothe barre, if they refuſed 
to finde the ſaid offices. 
| Depending this Jury,the heire male was a ſutor to the Court to review the Decrec,8& vpona long ſuit,and many daies hearing 

ly County the honorable Iuſtice ofthe now Maſter,the heire male was ſet atliberty from that Decree. 

Onely this inconuenience ſtill reſts ypon the heire male, That there is a fixt Inry returned, and by the ſolicitation of S, Myles 
they areenioynedto appeare atthe bar, there to hearetheir cuidence. This courſe is conceiued to be, = 

1. A preat taxationto the Country,to draw Iurors to London.almoſt 200.miles from their dwellings,to finde offices, 

-2. A great miſchiefe to the heire male. For by this denice,he ſhall loſe the benefit of his witneſles,they being many in num- 
ber,and ſome of them blinde and very old,and cannot be broughtto London, beſide the great charge hee hath already ſnſtay- 
ned,amounting to 1200.li. by meanes of this vexation. ; 

Sir Miles Flerwood hath bin finding of an office now full 7. yearesand more. He hath had 14.ſeuerall Commiſſions,and 6. fe- 
uerall Iuries. Thoſe Iurics haue attended aboue 20.ſcuerall adiournments. The Wards rentsare ſequeſtred. His Maieſtze is 
kept by theſe ſuits, from the compoſitionand benefit of Wardlhip. 

Therefore itis humbly prayed, Thatby the wiſcdome of this Cemble Parliament,ſfome prouifion may be made : 
1. That the conſcience of Iurors be not from henceforth reſtrained in queſtions of fact. 
Wo 2. Thatthe ſubic may beatliberty to giue cuidence. 
3. Thatnoury bedrawneto the Barre, our ofthe proper Countie to finde any office. 
a. Thar nn Officer bean informer inthe ſame Court. 


